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Welcome to Your Zakāt Quick-Reference Companion

One of the biggest reasons many Muslims struggle with Zakāt today is not necessarily because Zakāt is difficult…

But because modern financial realities have made things more confusing.

Questions like:

“Does this count?”

“Do I pay on this?”

“What about my business money?”

“Can I deduct debts?”

“What if my case is different?”

are more common than ever.

And unfortunately…

Many Muslims are left trying to piece together answers from scattered videos, random posts online, and conflicting opinions.

That is why this companion guide was created.

This resource is designed to give you quick clarity when you need fast answers without reopening the entire ebook every time.

Inside this guide, you will find:

✅ A simple “Am I Eligible?” Zakāt Flowchart

✅ Quick answers to common Zakāt questions

✅ A pre-calculation checklist

✅ Common mistakes Muslims make

✅ A practical Zakāt niyyah template

Important Reminder

This companion is meant to support your learning.
For detailed rulings, evidences, explanations, and scholarly discussions, always refer to Zakāt Simplified.


SECTION 1

“AM I ELIGIBLE?” FLOWCHART

Do I Need to Pay Zakāt This Year?

Work through these questions honestly and in order.

QUESTION 1:

Do you own any zakātable wealth?

Examples include:

✔ Cash at home

✔ Money in the bank

✔ Savings

✔ Gold or silver

✔ Trade goods/business inventory

✔ Investments

✔ Recoverable debts owed to you

✔ Farm produce or livestock

If NO:

Zakāt is not due on you this year.

If YES:

Proceed to Question 2.

QUESTION 2:

Does your wealth require hawl (one lunar year of ownership)?

Most forms of wealth require hawl, including:

✔ Cash

✔ Savings

✔ Gold and silver

✔ Trade goods

Some categories do not require hawl, such as:

✔ Farm produce

✔ Certain extracted minerals

If your wealth requires hawl:

Proceed to Question 3.

If it does NOT require hawl:

Proceed to Question 4.


QUESTION 3:

Has this wealth remained in your possession for a full lunar year?

If NO:

Zakāt is not yet due.
Take note of when your wealth first reached nisāb and reassess when one lunar year is complete.

If YES:

Proceed to Question 4.

QUESTION 4:

Do you have legitimate outstanding debts?

Only established debts owed to identifiable creditors count.

Examples:

✔ Personal loans

✔ Business debts

✔ Confirmed repayment obligations

Future living expenses do not count.

Examples:

✘ Future rent

✘ School fees

✘ Anticipated household expenses

If YES:

Deduct valid debts from your wealth and continue.

If NO:

Proceed with your total wealth.

QUESTION 5:

Does your remaining wealth equal or exceed nisāb?

To calculate nisāb:

Current gold price × 85 grams

Example:

If gold is ₦120,000 per gram:

₦120,000 × 85 = ₦10,200,000

You can check current gold prices via:

NSCIA announcements on Twitter (Now X) 

A trusted local gold dealer

Reliable market pricing

If NO:

Zakāt is not due this year.

If YES:

Proceed to Question 6.

QUESTION 6:

Are you a Muslim with ownership of this wealth?

If NO:

Zakāt is not obligatory.

If YES:

✅ Zakāt is due on you.

Now proceed to your Zakāt Calculator Worksheet to determine the exact amount payable.



SECTION 2

Before opening your Zakāt Calculator Worksheet, gather the following information:

Financial Records

☐ Current bank balances

☐ Cash at hand

☐ Savings balance

☐ Cooperative or contribution savings

☐ Foreign currency holdings
Assets

☐ Gold value

☐ Silver value
☐ Business inventory estimate

☐ Investment balances

☐ Money owed to you
Liabilities

☐ Personal debts

☐ Business debts

☐ Confirmed repayment obligations

Having these ready will make your Zakāt calculation easier, faster, and more accurate.

Once ready:

Open your Zakāt Calculator Worksheet and calculate your Zakāt step-by-step.


SECTION 3

Quick Answers to Common Questions

Q1. I earn a monthly salary. Do I pay Zakāt on it?

Yes, if your accumulated savings reach nisāb and remain with you for one lunar year.

You do not pay Zakāt on salary immediately after receiving it.

Zakāt is due on what remains saved after expenses and liabilities.

A simple approach is to choose one Zakāt date yearly and assess your savings then.

Q2. I have a pension (PENCOM). Is it zakātable?

This is a scholarly discussion because pension funds are usually inaccessible before retirement, many scholars do not treat them as fully accessible wealth until withdrawal.

Once received, Zakāt may become due if it reaches nisāb. Refer to the ebook for fuller discussion.

Q3. I own a business or shop. How do I calculate Zakāt?

Zakāt applies to goods held for resale.

Estimate the current market value of your inventory and add it to your other zakātable assets.

Do not include:

✘ Shop building

✘ Shelves

✘ Equipment

✘ Business vehicle

Only goods held for sale count.


Q4. I have gold jewellery. Is it zakātable?

According to the position adopted in this guide, gold jewellery may still be zakātable.

Weigh your gold and assess its market value then determine whether it reaches nisāb.

Refer to the ebook for detailed scholarly discussion and differences of opinion.

Q5. Can I deduct debts before paying Zakāt?

Yes, if they are real, established debts owed to identifiable creditors.

Examples include:

✔ Personal loans

✔ Business liabilities

✔ Confirmed repayment obligations

However:

✘ Future rent

✘ Upcoming school fees

✘ Expected household spending

do not count as deductible debts.

Q6. I own land. Is it zakātable?

It depends on why you own it.

Personal use:

No Zakāt.

Rental property:

No Zakāt on the property itself, but rental income may become zakātable if saved.

Land bought for resale:

It is zakātable as trade inventory.

Q7. Can I give Zakāt to a relative?

Yes, if they are eligible recipients and you are not already financially responsible for them.

You may generally give Zakāt to:

✔ Siblings

✔ Extended relatives

✔ Poor family members

You generally do not give Zakāt to:

✘ Parents

✘ Grandparents

✘ Children

✘ Wife

because their maintenance already falls upon you.

SECTION 4

COMMON ZAKĀT MISTAKES TO AVOID

Many Muslims make sincere mistakes simply because they were never taught properly.

Avoid these common errors:

❌ Guessing nisāb without checking current values

❌ Forgetting business inventory

❌ Deducting future expenses as debts

❌ Ignoring money owed to you
❌ Delaying Zakāt unnecessarily

❌ Depending entirely on random online opinions

❌ Assuming salary earners never pay Zakāt

❌ Paying without checking recipient eligibility

Remember:

Zakāt is worship.

Take your time.

Be careful.

Seek clarification when needed.


SECTION 5

MAKING YOUR NIYYAH FOR ZAKĀT

Arabic:

نَوَيْتُ أَنْ أُخْرِجَ زَكَاةَ مَالِي فَرْضًا لِلَّهِ تَعَالَى

Transliteration:

Nawaytu an ukhrija zakāta mālī farḍan lillāhi taʿālā

Meaning:

“I intend to give the Zakāt of my wealth as an obligation for the sake of Allah, the Most High.”

If paying on behalf of another person:

You may adapt the intention accordingly.

Important Notes About Niyyah

1. Niyyah is primarily an act of the heart. You do not need to pronounce it aloud for your Zakāt to be valid.

2. Make the intention before or while paying. The intention should accompany the act of giving.

3. Be sincere. What matters most is sincerity in fulfilling an obligation owed to Allah.




Final Reminder

May Allah accept your Zakāt, purify your wealth, place barakah in what remains, and make it a means of goodness for you in this life and the next.
Āmīn.

